
 
National Past Presidents Council 

Madame President, Board of Directors and Members: 

The Past Presidents Council met via Zoom five times throughout the year. We had a wonderful time 
getting together, discussing business, sharing ideas and just catching up. Our meeting times were as 
follows: 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024…..1:00pm EST 
Tuesday, November, 2024……1:00pm EST 
Tuesday, January 28, 2025…..1:00pm EST 
Tuesday, March 25, 2025…….1:00pm EST 
Tuesday, June 10, 2025……...1:00pm EST 

 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024  

Attendance: Janette Brown, Jill Chase, Penny Koza-Lemansky, Dody Flynn, Phyllis Guy,                        
Butch Theisen  

• Flowers were sent to Laura Work for the passing of her father. 
• If you did not give your contribution for the Past Presidents fund to Dody this past summer, 

please send your donation of $50.00 to Penny Koza-Lemansky. 
• Reviewed minutes from the national convention and Advisory meetings including: 

o DMA will keep their contract with Foxwoods for 2026 
o First year participation at UDMA 
o National Convention at Disney 2025 will be 1 day shorter than past conventions. 
o Updated website, DMA Community Connect and webinars 
o DMA is reaching out for Sponsorship this year.  
o This year, PASC will require a deposit to guarantee entries.  

 

Tuesday, November, 2024 

Attendance: Mimi Costa-White, Ann Freeman, Penny Koza-Lemansky, Dody Flynn, Phyllis Guy   
            Shely Pack-Manning, Butch Theisen  

• The following was discussed: 
o DMA declined the addendum to the Foxwoods contract 
o Bee Graphix, our online store is building us a booth and supplying $1,000.00 in 

merchandise.  
o The Richard Risley Scholarship fund will be used for the Membership Drive program. 
o Discussion about the Distinguished Member of the Year. 



o Future conference call with Revolution to work on details for their fashion show at the 
Members Reception. 

o Discussion on updating the Past Presidents Handbook 
§ We spoke on what we would like to incorporate into the handbook. 
§ Dody & Penny will work together to update before our next meeting 

 

Tuesday, January 28, 2025  

Attendance: Mimi Costa-White, Jill Chase, Penny Koza-Lemansky, Dody Flynn, Butch Theisen  

• The following was discussed: 
o Reviewed the Past Presidents Handbook that Dody & Penny updated.  
o The Advisory Committee just returned from Foxwoods, home of our 2026 convention. 

We will fit comfortably and were quite impressed with what the facility has to offer. 
o All inquiries from UDMA have been contacted.  
o New Acro Guidelines will be addressed in the upcoming webinar with Trish Thompson-

Creamer. 
 

Tuesday, March 25, 2025  

Attendance: Mimi Costa-White, Jill Chase, Penny Koza-Lemansky, Dody Flynn, Phyllis Guy,         
Butch Theisen  

• The following was discussed: 
o Selection for the "Distinguished Member of the Year" 
o Mary Scout will be working on the changes to the Bylaws & Standing Rules to reflect the 

new Past Presidents Handbook 
o We signed the Nashville 2032 contract so as to receive additional concessions. 
o Trademarks were renewed and will now be handled by an attorney 

 
Tuesday, June 10, 2025  

Attendance: Janette Brown, Mimi Costa-White, Jill Chase, Penny Koza-Lemansky, Dody Flynn 
Phyllis Guy, Butch Theisen  

• The following was discussed: 
o Past Presidents Proposed Bylaw Amendment 

The basic rationale is… We are listed in the wrong place in the Bylaws as we are a council, 
not a committee. We are not appointed. We are permanent by the office we held. 
A new Article (Article XIX) has been created for the National Past Presidents. 
 
The following names are listed on the Proposed Bylaw Amendment: 

§ Butch Theisen - Ch 16 
§ Janette Brown - Ch 17 
§ Jill Chase - Ch 18 
§ Mimi Costa-White - Ch 13 
§ Shely Pack-Manning - Ch 1 

 



o Meeting day & time at the national convention 
o Presentation of the “Distinguished Member”  
o Name of guest that will be seated with you at the banquet 
o Acro Video to prep for Solo Title Auditions 

 

In conclusion, the Past Presidents Council would like to thank the Advisory Committee for their 
continuous hard work throughout the year. We appreciate receiving the minutes from your weekly 
meetings and look forward to the advancement of DMA. 

 

Submitted by, 

Penny Koza-Lemansky 

National Immediate Past President 


